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TAGS: PEORLPLOS TU GR 

SUBJECT: GEOPHYSICAL RESEARCH VESSEL MTA SISMIK I 
BEGINS SEA TRIALS 

REF (A) ISTANBUL 2339 (B) ANKARA 5029 

1. TURKISH PRESS REPORTS JULY 7 THAT GEOPHYSICAL RESEARCH 
VESSEL MTA SISMIK I (EORMERLY "HORA) HAS COMPLETED DOCKSIDE 
TESTS. THEY SHOW PHOTOGRAPHS OF VESSEL IN WATER AND NOTE THAT IT 
WILL COMMENCE SEA TRIALS IN MARMARA JULY 7. IN ADDITION TO 
CONDUCTING NORMAL OPERATIONAL CHECKS, MTA SISMIK I REPORTEDLY 
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PERIOD. AS SOON AS IT COMPLETES TESTS SATISEACTORILY, MTA 
SISMIK I IS TO BE TURNED OVER TO MINERAL RESEARCH AND 
EXPLORATION INSTITUTE (MADEN TETKIK ARAMA ENSTITUSU), IN MINISTRY 
OF ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES, WHICH WILL OPERATE SHIP. 

2. MILLIYET STORY DESCRIBES TECHNICAL OPERATION AS FOLLOWS: 

SISMIK I WILL TRAIL A 3600 METER-LONG CABLE TO WHICH 
"MICROPHONES" ARE ATTACHED. AT 100 METER INTERVALS COMPRESSED 
AIR CHARGES WILL BE FIRED TO OCEAN BOTTOM WITH "MICROPHONES" 
RECORDING REVERBERATIONS. DATA COLLECTED WILL BE USED TO PLOT 
ACCURATE MAP OF OCEAN BOTTOM. ARTICLE STATES ACCURACY POSSIBLE 
AS RESULT OF SATELLITA-LINKED NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT ENABLING 
SHIP TO PINPOINT ITS POSITION AT ALL TIMES 

3. ALTHOUGH NO DATE HAS BEEN GIVEN FOR SISMIK TS EXIT FROM 
THE MARMARA TO AEGEAN SEA, PRESS REPORTS ESTIMATE VESSEL 
WILL BE READY FOR EXPLORATORY OPERATIONS WITHIN TEN DAYS. 

USUALLY RELIABLE MILLIYET ON JULY 7 QUOTES FONMIN SPOKESMAN 
SEMIH AKBIL AS SAYING MINISTRY OF ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES WILL DETERMINE WHETHER OR NOT SHIP WILL BE ABLE TO 
ENTER AEGEAN. AKBIL DENIED HAVING STATED THT SISMIK I WOULD DEFINITEL 
Y 

MOVE TO AEGEAN ON JULY 15. 

4. COMMENT: COMPLETION OF CONVERSION OF HORA TO SISMIK I 

ON SCHEDLE (REF A) WILL ENABLE TURKISH GOVERNMENT TO COMMENCE 
CONTINENTAL SHELF OPERATIONS IN AEGEAN IN ACCORDANCE WITH ITS 
ANNOUNCED INTENTION. EVEN IF VESSEL'S EQUIPMENT IS NOT ENTIRELY 
CALIBRATED WITHIN TEN DAY PERIOD, SHIP COULD OPERATE IN AEGEAN 
BEGINNING ABOUT JULY 15 AS SIGN TO GREECE THAT TURKEY NOW 
HAS SCIENTIFIC CAPABILITY TO ESTABLISH HER RIGHTS IN AREA 

5. INTERESTING ASPECT WHICH HAS EMERGED FROM SERIES OF ARTICLES 
IS STONG DEGREE OF NATIONAL PRIDE INVOLVED IN HORA CONVERSION. 

FOR EXAMPLE, LATEST MILLIYET STORY CITS "FOREIGNERS" AS SAYING 
TURKS WOULD NEVER BE ABLE TO INSTALL ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT, 

WHEREAS REFITTING WAS COMPLETED IN "RECORD TIME". IN OUR VIEW 
WIDESPREAD PUBLICITY ON SISMIK I CONVERSION AND NATIONAL PRIDE 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE VESSEL AND ITS MISSION, REINFORCE POLITICAL 
IMPERATIVE OF COALITION GOVT TO DEMONSTRATE IT IS PROTECTING 
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TURKISH NATIONAL INTERESTS IN 
SENSITIVE AEGEAN AREA. BATJER 
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